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BRONX COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
of the City University of New York 
Committee on Academic Standing 
Minutes of October 23, 2019 (Language Hall, 001) 
 
Present:  Nicholas Anuku (Chem), Gregory Cobb (Soc Sc), Laurel Cummins (World Lang), 
Cynthia S. Espinal (CD, non-voting), Teresa Fisher (CommAS), Anthony Gatto (A&M), Paul 
Jaijairam (Bus), Noah Jampol (Eng), Mehdi Lejmi (Math), Eugene Mananga (Eng Phy Tech), 
Octavio Melendez (Adv, OAA), Stephen Powers (Edu), Wladyslaw Roczniak (Hist), Vivien 
Rodriguez (Nurs), Enyuan Shang (Bio), James Watson (Library) 
Present Alternates: Ivan Horozov (Math), Edward Lehner (Edu), Norval Overstreet (Student) -- 
seated, Anita Rivers (Reg) -- seated, Marjaline Vizcarrondo (Soc Sc)   
Guests: Alexander Ott (OAA) 
Absent/Excused: Ama Afful (Student), Stephanie Dorleans (SGA), Jeffrey Ewell (SGA), Janet 
Heller (HPER), Shirley Skelt (Appeals Agent, non-voting), Karen Thomas (Registrar), Damela 
Williams (Student) 
 
1. Call to Order: 2:06 P.M., meeting called to order by S. Powers.  
 
2. Approval of the May 8 and September 25, 2019, Minutes: The September 25 minutes 
were approved unanimously as amended by the 14 members present who were at that 
meeting (A. Gatto arrived after the vote). The May 8 minutes were approved unanimously by 
the 12 members present who were at that meeting.  
 
3. Student Appeals: The sub-committee scheduled for 10/16 was canceled, but appeals were 
heard on 10/2. As S. Skelt was not present, the report was tabled. The next sub-committee 
meeting is scheduled for 10/30.  
 
4. Maximum Credit Load codification: A. Ott provided additional data regarding students 
requesting to take credits beyond the maximum permissible load as well as answered 
questions. While he is still gathering data, he shared some preliminary data with the members 
including a spreadsheet. Ott noted the spreadsheet reflects only students who were seen in the 
office during his tenure and were granted permission to take more than 18 credits so does not 
capture all students who have made and been granted the request. Ott reported via research 
done by O. Melendez that an 18-credit maximum is typical in peer institutions. From his 
data, Ott recommends the 18-credit limit. Additionally, the preliminary data shows that 
students who voluntarily take 15 credits a semester and have a 3.0 GPA or better do fine 
academically at that credit load. In contrast, students with a GPA under 3.0 do better at no 
more than 13 credits a semester. Members from Nursing and CommAS as well as reported by 
S. Powers from HPER reported their departments support an 18-credit limit, from History 
and Business support 20 credits, Social Sciences still are discussing it, and English is 
ambivalent. Members should bring the revised suggesting wording (below) to their 
departments as the revision will come up for a vote at the next CAS meeting.  
 
Suggested Language: 
4.1.3 Maximum program for a matriculant 
a. In no case shall a student take more than eighteen (18) academic and/or equated 
credits per semester, unless approved by the Vice President of Academic Affairs 
or designee. 
 
Current Codification:  
4.1.3 Maximum program for a matriculant 
a. In no case, shall students take more than twenty (20) academic and/or equated 
credits per semester, unless approved by the Vice President of Academic Affairs 
or designee. For New York State matriculated students, academic credits taken 
in excess of 18 per semester incur an additional tuition charge. 
 
Current Catalog language (p. 39): 
Programs Exceeding Limits: A matriculated student may apply to the Provost and Senior 
Vice President for Academic and Student Success or designee for permission to exceed 
the maximum permissible student load of 18 hours after consulting with his or her 
adviser. Taking more than 18 credits will incur additional costs. 
 
5. Posthumous Awarding of Degree: For the members information, A. Ott presented a plan by 
the president to award Luke Silverio, a student who lost his life this year attempting to save 
the life of a child in a fire, his degree posthumously. Ott reported HPER, the department in 
which the student’s AS in Exercise Science resides, supports the plan. While the student was 
3-credits shy of his degree, according to the CUNY policy on posthumous degrees, the 
president can override that in exceptional circumstances. (see New York Times article and 
policy) 
 
6. Adjournment: 2:30 P.M.  
 
The next meeting is scheduled for November 13, 2019, from 2-4 p.m. in Language Hall 
basement. The final meeting of Fall 2019 is 12/11 (meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday of the month). As 11/27 is the day before Thanksgiving, no meeting will be held 
that Wednesday. Tentative first meeting of Spring 2020 is February 26 with subsequent 




Teresa A. Fisher, Recording Secretary  
 
Handouts: agenda, policy for awarding degrees posthumously, New York Times article, 
spreadsheets of data on students requesting permission to enroll in more than 18 credits  
COMMITTEE ON ACADEMIC STANDING 
October 23, 2019 - 2:00 – 4:00 
Language Hall (001) “Ye Olde Faculty Lounge” 





1. Approval of Minutes from 9/25/19    Teresa Fisher 
 
 
2. Student Appeals      Shirley Skelt 
a. 10/2/19 
b. 10/16/19 (cancelled) 
c. Meeting of 10/30 
 
3. 3rd Meeting Business      Alex Ott 
Catalog (p. 39): 
Programs Exceeding Limits: A matriculated student may apply to the Provost and Senior Vice 
President for Academic and Student Success or designee for permission to exceed the maximum 
permissible student load of 18 hours after consulting with his or her adviser. 
Taking more than 18 credits will incur additional costs. 
  
Codification:  
4.1.3 Maximum program for a matriculant 
a. In no case, shall students take more than twenty (20) academic and/or equated credits per 
semester, unless approved by the Vice President of Academic Affairs or designee. For New York 




4.1.3 Maximum program for a matriculant 
 a. In no case shall a student take more than eighteen (18) OR twenty (20) academic and/or 
equated credits per semester, unless approved by the Vice President of Academic Affairs or 
designee. 
4.  Posthumous Awarding of Degree    Alex Ott 
 See attached policy and news story 
5.  New Business 
 
 
Remaining meetings for Fall (in bold): 11/13, 11/27 (no meeting Thanksgiving), 12/11 
 
Spring 2020 Tentative Dates: January 8 and 22, no meeting as classes are not in session. February 12, no 
meeting, college closed for Lincoln’s birthday.  FIRST MEETING CAS Spring 2020, will be February 
26.  We meet March 11, March 25, April 8 (Spring Recess, no meeting), April 22nd, May 13th. 
 
 
Student requests to OAA for permission to enroll in more than 18 credits
Student Identifier Date of Request Semester Term Attempted Earned Semester GPA
3 12/8/2014 Spring 2015 Spring, 2015   26    26.0   3.69
4 1/21/2015 Spring 2015 Spring, 2015   18    18.0   3.49 
16 1/12/2016 Spring 2016 Spring, 2016   18    18.0   3.28
5 1/28/2015 Spring 2015 Spring, 2015   19    16.0   3.32
38 1/24/2018 Spring 2018 Spring, 2018 26 25 2.84
10 Spring 2015 Spring, 2015 24 24 3.83
33 12/4/2017 Spring 2018 Spring, 2018 24 24 3.78
24 11/28/2016 Spring 2017 Spring, 2017 23 23 3.73
22 10/20/2016 Spring 2017 Spring, 2017 23 23 3.31
17 5/13/2016 Fall 2016 Fall, 2016 22 22 3.96
9 2/3/2015 Spring 2015 Spring, 2015 25 22 3.6
29 10/30/2017 Spring 2018 Spring, 2018 21 21 3.41
21 10/20/2016 Spring 2017 Spring, 2017 20 20 3.73
32 11/21/2017 Spring 2018 Spring, 2018 20 20 3.55
62 2/1/2019 Spring 2019 Spring, 2019 20 20 3.33
18 7/12/2016 Fall 2016 Fall, 2016 20 20 2.31
23 11/15/2016 Spring 2017 Spring, 2017 19 19 3.89
58 Spring 2019 Spring, 2019 19 19 3.41
6 1/28/2015 Spring 2015 Spring, 2015 19 19 3.38
28 Spring 2018 Spring, 2018 22 19 3.26
30 11/6/2017 Spring 2018 Spring, 2018 19 19 2.78
8 2/2/2015 Spring 2015 Spring, 2015 19 19 2.69
31 11/7/2017 Spring 2018 Spring, 2018 19 19 2.67
61 1/23/2019 Spring 2019 Spring, 2019 19 19 2.65
27 Fall 2017 Fall, 2017 19 19 2.37
1 Fall 2014 Fall, 2014 18 18 3.95
44 4/18/2018 Fall 2018 Fall, 2018 20 18 3.67
46 5/2/2018 Fall 2018 Fall, 2018 21 18 3.47
64 Spring 2019 Spring, 2019 18 18 3.18
2 Fall 2014 Fall, 2014 18 17 3.81
57 Spring 2019 Spring, 2019 25 17 3.16
26 4/4/2017 Fall 2017 Fall, 2017 19 17 2.18
41 5/15/2018 Summer 2018 Summer, 2018 19 15 3.91
49 5/10/2018 Fall 2018 Fall, 2018 15 15 3.59
51 5/14/2018 Fall 2018 Fall, 2018 15 15 3.06
47 5/2/2018 Fall 2018 Fall, 2018 15 15 2.8
40 Spring 2018 Spring, 2018 18 15 1.74
63 2/7/2019 Spring 2019 Spring, 2019 20 14 3.75
11 5/22/2015 Fall 2015 Fall, 2015 19 14 2.95
Student requests to OAA for permission to enroll in more than 18 credits
Student Identifier Date of Request Semester Term Attempted Earned Semester GPA
37 1/24/2018 Spring 2018 Spring, 2018 18 14 2.91
25 Spring 2017 Spring, 2017 21 14 2.81
45 4/25/2018 Fall 2018 Fall, 2018 14 14 2.36
35 1/8/2018 Spring 2018 Spring, 2018 20 13 3.3
55 6/15/2018 Fall 2018 Fall, 2018 15 13 3.23
7 1/28/2015 Spring 2015 Spring, 2015 13 13 2.92
12 Fall 2015 Fall, 2015 19 13 2.81
42 6/25/2018 Summer 2018 Summer, 2018 18 12 3.43
52 5/14/2018 Fall 2018 Fall, 2018 12 12 3.28
14 1/6/2016 Spring 2016 Spring, 2016 16 12 2.35
20 10/18/2016 Spring 2017 Spring, 2017 21 12 2.29
66 5/20/2019 Summer 2019 Summer, 2019 10 10 4
43 4/11/2018 Fall 2018 Fall, 2018 18 10 1.96
54 6/4/2018 Fall 2018 Fall, 2018 17 9 3.9
13 Fall 2015 Fall, 2015 18 9 3.77
59 Spring 2019 Spring, 2019 21 9 2.1
48 5/9/2018 Fall 2018 Fall, 2018 12 9 1.33
65 Spring 2019 Spring, 2019 18 8 4
36 1/10/2018 Spring 2018 Spring, 2018 19 6 1.26
34 12/28/2017 Spring 2018 Spring, 2018 24 6 0.5
39 Spring 2018 Spring, 2018 18 3 3
19 Fall 2016 Fall, 2016 18 3 0.67
15 1/11/2016 Spring 2016 Spring, 2016 6 3 0.5
53 6/4/2018 Fall 2018 Fall, 2018 14 3 0.36
56 6/26/2018 Fall 2018 Fall, 2018 13 1 2.3
67 6/9/2019 Fall 2019 Fall, 2019 21 0
68 6/5/2019 Fall 2019 Fall, 2019 19 0
69 Fall 2019 Fall, 2019 18 0
50 5/11/2018 Fall 2018 Student Did Not Enroll
60 12/13/2018 Spring 2019 Student Did Not Enroll
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A Teenager Had Nearly Escaped a Raging Fire.
Then He Heard a Little Girl s̓ Cries.
Lucas Silverio had almost reached safety when he heard 3-year-old
Yasleen McDonald cry out. He turned back toward the flames.
By Aaron Randle
June 16, 2019
[What you need to know to start the day: Get New York Today in your inbox.]
France McDonald stood outside his 3-year-old daughter’s funeral last week in tears, smoking a cigarette and
wondering what kind of man he was.
If he were fleeing from a burning building, trying to lead his family to safety — his skin stinging with heat, his lungs
filling with smoke — and he heard a child crying out from the flames behind him: What would he have done?
“I can’t imagine it. On one hand you’ve got your family. But then, it’s a little girl,” McDonald said as he wiped his
eyes. “I don’t know, man.”
But 19-year-old Lucas Silverio did know. It’s why he died on Wednesday.
The Bronx teen went into cardiac arrest, with more than 80 percent of his body covered in third-degree burns, three
days after he rescued Yasleen McDonald, Mr. McDonald’s daughter, from an apartment fire on June 9 in the Bronx.
She died a day later.
The tragedy, and Mr. Silverio’s heroism, have captivated New York City and left many astonished at the selflessness
of the teenager.
The body of Mr. Silverio, 19, is wheeled into a funeral home in Manhattan on Friday. 
Gabriella Angotti-Jones for The New York Times
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But to those who knew Mr. Silverio, nothing about what he did was surprising.
“He had such an immense heart, so full of love,” his second cousin, Jesse Alvarez, said. “Knowing who he was —
there’s no way he was going to leave that kid behind.”
To his girlfriend, cousins, friends, uncles and high school classmates, altruism and compassion were Mr. Silverio’s
trademarks.
“The first word that comes to my mind is ʻkind,’” said his girlfriend, Yamilet Rosario.
Ms. Rosario thought of the time she scolded Mr. Silverio after he had given money to a panhandler on the subway,
for what seemed like “the hundredth time in a row.” Or how annoyed she would get when a stranger would stop Mr.
Silverio on the street and he would always — always — stop and listen, no matter how ridiculous the conversation.
“I didn’t know a person could be so good,” she said. “Things like this, they shouldn’t happen to good people. This
should have been avoided.”
There is no official word on what started the fire on June 9 in the Twin Parks complex that killed two and injured 11.
The blaze, which began around 2 a.m., started between the 14th and 16th floors, near the apartment’s trash
compactor, according to the Fire Department. The fire marshal is investigating the cause.
Earlier that night, the Silverio family — Mr. Silverio, his mother, several aunts, a grandmother and a cousin, Jeury
Tineo, among others — had gathered inside a 15th-floor apartment to celebrate Mr. Silverio’s younger brother’s
confirmation as a Roman Catholic, Mr. Alvarez said.
After the celebration ended, Mr. Silverio showered. It was while he was in the bathroom that he heard his mother
shouting about a fire, according to Mr. Alvarez. He quickly exited the shower and attempted to dress. “No time!” his
mother yelled before telling him to just wrap with a towel and get out.
By the time Mr. Silverio left the bathroom, most of the family had already begun the trek through the smoky
corridors and down the winding 15-floor stretch of stairwell. Mr. Silverio joined his cousin, who was escorting their
grandmother to safety.
“It was pandemonium,” said Kina Laws, a Twin Parks tenant who lives below Mr. Silverio’s family on the 14th floor.
“Pure chaos.”
It was somewhere between the 12th and 14th floor, while escorting his grandmother, that the teenager heard the
cries of 3-year-old Yasleen.
It is unclear how Yasleen, who Mr. McDonald said was in the apartment with her mother and other relatives,
became isolated.
“At that moment Lucas told Jeury, ʻTake grandma downstairs, I’m going to go back and get the little girl,’” Mr.
Alvarez said. He then turned and went back toward the fire to grab Yasleen.
“He was safe,” said Carlos Mendoza, Mr. Silverio’s uncle. He “could have got out of there. He sacrificed himself.”
Soon after the young man located the girl, an explosion knocked him to the floor, disorienting him. The blast awoke
Ms. Laws on the 13th floor. A number of residents said that no sprinklers or alarms went off during the fire.
“I got up and opened my door, and the smoke came into my apartment so quick and so thick I couldn’t breathe,” Ms.
Laws said. She grabbed her 4-year-old daughter, wrapped her in a bath towel and began their escape.
On the 12th-floor landing came a scene of horror.
“There was a naked man bleeding and his skin was falling off,” Ms. Laws said. “And I saw another man trying to
help him up.”
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Ms. Laws said she tried to convince the man, Mr. Tineo, to leave the burned teenager. “He was trying to drag him
and I just thought — looking at how bad it was — that he might make it worse,” she recalled. “I thought we should
go and get help.”
But he refused to leave his cousin. The two had always been inseparable, friends said. They were best friends, born
one week apart.
Scared by the chaos and worried for her daughter, Ms. Laws said she was too nervous to stay and try to convince
Mr. Tineo to come along. So she kept moving.
“I had to step over him,” she said. “I wanted to help. God I wanted to help, but I had my daughter.”
She exited the building, and, soon after, so did Mr. Tineo and the critically injured Mr. Silverio and Yasleen.
Mr. Alvarez has been the sole public spokesman for the family since the tragedy, and has also been spearheading
fund-raising efforts to assist with Mr. Silverio’s funeral costs.
For two days, Mr. Silverio’s family sat by his side in the hospital as he slipped in and out of consciousness, fueling
him with words about how the tale of his heroism had spread.
“In a week you’ll be out of this,” Ms. Rosario told her boyfriend as he was unconscious. “And you’ll see: Everybody
thinks you’re a hero.” She made plans for how the two would spend her birthday on June 19 together.
Mr. Silverio was studying at Bronx Community College to become a physical therapist, his cousin said.
“We were like brothers. I loved that kid so much,” Mr. Alvarez said. “This is total devastation.”
Mr. Alvarez, who has also acted as a kind of ambassador between the two families, first met Mr. McDonald at
Yasleen’s funeral on Thursday, one day before Mr. Silverio’s funeral, which took place on Friday afternoon.
With embraces and tears, the two families, bonded by tragedy, waded through the pain together.
They celebrated, too.
“Lucas, he’s a hero. No other way to put it,” Mr. McDonald said emphatically. He then paused.
“What clicked in his head to go save my little girl?” he asked.
“It wasn’t his head,” answered Mr. McDonald’s younger brother, Paris, who had been standing nearby.
“It was his heart. That was all heart.”
Correction: June 17, 2019
An earlier version of this article misstated the surname of Lucas Silverio's cousin. He is Jeury Tineo, not Jeury
Martinez. Also, a picture caption misstated where Mr. Silverio's funeral took place. It was in Manhattan, not the
Bronx.
A version of this article appears in print on June 17, 2019, Section A, Page 19 of the New York edition with the headline: Close to Escaping Fire, Bronx Teen Ran Back To Rescue 3-Year-
Old
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